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It is this [i.e. [the poet’s own character], I think, which gives an epic unity
and passion to what might otherwise have been a mere disquisition on theology
or poetical allegory. Milton feels deeply throughout. His mind is exercised not
only by the general problems of reconciling sin and evil with the idea of a loving
God, but by his own particular and personal disappointments in marriage and in
Politics. Often, I think, one tends to exaggerate the importance of personal expe-
rience on a writer’s work; but in the case of Milton I believe that it is hardly pos-
sible to exaggerate it. (pp.68-70)
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